) the Right Honourable the LORDS in Parliament Aſſembled. 


The humble Petition of divers Perſons, on the behalf of themſelves, who 


have ſuffered, and of others whoſe Relations do now ſuffer miſerable 
Bondage and cruel Slavery under-the Turks. | 


% 


Sheweth, 27 


Hat in the 17:5. Yeare of his late Majefties Reigne, it was declared by the Parliament , that many 
| thouſands of his Majeſties good and loving SubjeRts, with their Ships and Goods, had of late been 


ſurprized and taken at Sea, asthey were in their lawful Trading, by Turkiſh, Mooriſh , and other Py- 
rates; and ſomeof them to free themſelves of the cruel and barbarous uſage of thoſe Pyrates , had 
/ renounced the Chriſtian Religion, and turn*d Turks : And others kept in Bondage were uſed with fo extream 
cruelty, that they were in great danger thereby to loſe their lives, unleſs they ſhould alſo forſake the Chriftian 
Religion : and divers of thoſe his Subjects kept in Bondage, being expert and skilful Marriners, were uſually im- 
ployed at Sea againſt other his good Subjects, and proved very prejudicial to them, and hurtful to the Trade and 
Merchandizing of his.Majeſties Dominions: for which and other Reaſons, an A paſſed for rai/ing 4 Dry for 
" Redemption of Captives, _ | | | 
That inthe year F 6 5©© the Parliament finding that the moneys formerly Colle&ed upon the faid Duty was 
not ſufficient to perfe&t that good work for the Redemption of Captives, paſſed another At , and ſeveral As 
bath ſince paſſed, which (with ſome intermiſſion) continued until 1656, and by an Act in that year a Duty of one 
' half part of one per Cent, was raiſed, and to be Colle&ed with the Cuſtoms, for Redemption of Captives , and 
ro continue until the twenty fourth of 7»e, 1660. And although many Captives were redeemed thereby , yet 
| fince the ſaid AR in 1656, (by ſeveral Orders of State) there hath beentaken out of the ſaid Duty above 40000, 
pounds, and employed for other uſes then by the words of that AR is expreſſed, (beſides other great ſums taken 
away, which was raiſed by former AQts.) 
”- Thatall the ſaid moneys hath not onely been unduly taken and diſpoſed of as aforeſaid, but ſince the eleventh 
S of 07ober laſt, the duty (through whoſe default your Petitioners know not) hath not been Colle&ed , whereb 
-your Petitioners are lefr remedileſs, and without any hopes of ſuccour, unleſs your honours commiſerate their ſad 
TJ} Caſes and Conditions, and apply ſome apt remedies thereunto, the Commiſſioners for preſervation of the 
Cuſtoms (in whoſe power the diſpoſal of the ſaid moneys hath long been, and before whom the moſt of your 
Petitioners Caſes remain) having no moneys in their hands to relieve them. 
That thete are now above an hundred perſons Captives in Argeir, who undergo extream cruelties and moſt 
4 barbarous uſage, (as we are informed by divers Perſons and Letters from thence) and cannot be redeemed for 
"want of the moneys which were and ſhould be raiſed upon the ſaid Duty. 
[ That ſome of your Petitioners and others have been redeemed out of Captivity by Engliſh Merchants upon 
*promiſes and obligations to them given for repayment of ſuch ſums of Moneys as they laid our for their Redem- 
ption, and your Petitioners have no means to ſatisfie the ſame, but by the moneys raiſed by that Ducy, which ha- 


| -ying not obtained, they lye at the Merchants mercy, and in danger of hourly impriſoment which is almoſt as tec- 
'S to them as their former Slavery. 


Upon conſideration of the Premiſes, your Petitioners moſt humbly pray, That as his late Majelty of glorious 
memory, and the Parliament, being deeply ſenſible of Chriſtians ſufferings in this kinde, did graciouſly 
make careful Proviſion for their Redemption ; ſo your Honours would be pleaſed out of the bowels of 
mercy, to order their ſpeedy relief, by repayment of the ſaid moneys, or ſuch part thereof as ſhall be ſuffi. 
cient, not onely to free the perſons now in Slavery, but likewiſe payment of the Debts juſtly due for the 


releaſement of former Slaves, or continue the ſaid Duty , or give ſuch further remedy as to your wiſ. 
doms ſhall ſeem moſt meet. 


And your Petitrmers ſhall ever pray. 


